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On Sept. 9, General Labor Confederation (CGT) launched a general strike to protest government
economic policies, marking the 12th such action since President Raul Alfonsin took office in 1983.
According to local media sources, the strike was observed by most public and private sector
employees throughout the country. On Friday, basic service operations, such as gas, water, and
electricity companies, and hospitals maintained only emergency teams. In the afternoon, rallies
took place in Buenos Aires and in several other cities. During a clash between demonstrators and
police at the Plaza de Mayo in Buenos Aires an estimated 70 persons were injured, and 20 arrested.
On Sept. 12, the general strike continued in effect throughout most of downtown Buenos Aires.
According to some observers, the continuity of the strike was likely a response to the behavior of
police on Friday. Meanwhile, politicians of the ruling Radical party and its foremost opposition,
the Justicialistas (Peronists), exchanged insults and threats. Eduardo Angeloz, Radical presidential
candidate, and general secretary of the presidency Carlos Becerra, declared that the events of Sept. 9
demonstrated that the Peronists were not fit to govern Argentina. They declared that in the event of
a Peronist victory, violence would return to Argentina. Carlos Saul Menem, Justicialista presidential
candidate, announced that an ongoing campaign to discredit his party's image is rooted in the ruling
party. Justicialista party leaders condemned the police repression exhibited on Sept. 9, and endorsed
the continuity of the general strike. (Basic data from Prensa Latina, 09/09/88; 09/12/88)
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